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Chairman - Gaenor Circus

‘What dreadful hot weather we have! It keeps
me in a continual state of inelegance’

This is a line from a letter Jane Austen wrote to
her sister Cassandra. And | couldn’t agree
more. As someone who much prefers crisp
winter mornings to heatwaves I'm saying ‘Roll
on Winter!’

Of course, | know many of you are absolutely
loving this weather. Enjoy it whilst it lasts — |
shall be in a cool corner, clutching a fan and
dreaming of woolly jumpers!

Whatever your favourite season, one thing we
can all agree on is that flowers never fail to
brighten the day whatever the weather decides
to throw at us.

We are delighted to announce that
we have added an extra
photographic shoot for the

Diary 2027 which will take place
on Tuesday 19 August from
9.00am - 4.30pm at The Wesley
Hall (rear of the Haywards Heath
Methodist Church), Perrymount
Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16

3DN. Ann and Wendy hope as many of you as
possible will be able to come along and support
this exciting project by bringing one or more of
your floral designs. If transporting an
arrangement is difficult then your design can
also be arranged in situ on the day. Please
help make our diary a wonderful showcase of
the fabulous creativity and talent there is within
our Sussex association. Please can you let Ann
and Wendy know as soon as possible as to
whether you will be attending so that we can
plan the day. Email address:
floraldiarysussex@gmail.com

Looking back, we had a super Area Day in
June where Karen Frew swapped floral couture
for haute couture giving us a very informative

and entertaining talk on the life and designs of
the legendary Christian Dior. And Julia Loudon
entertained and inspired us in the afternoon
with her imaginative designs and engaging
presentation. If you weren'’t able to be there —
or simply want to relive the day - you can read
all about it in Pauline’s article on page 5.

Looking ahead, | am very much looking forward
to celebrating a wonderful milestone — our 65th
Anniversary celebration luncheon at Lindfield
Golf Club on Wednesday 29 July. It promises
to be a very special occasion, bringing together
friends old and new to celebrate 65 years of our
association. | am sure it will be a day full of
laughter and memories.

Our next Council meeting will be held on
Monday 3 August at Shoreham Community
Centre with refreshments from 10.15am for an
11am start. To add a little sparkle to
the morning, our very own Tina
(Christina Curtis) will be entertaining
us with ‘The Exciting World of Steam
Punk Magic’. Knowing Tina, | am
sure there will be plenty of surprises
in store. Afterwards, we will continue
the fun with lunch at our favourite
Italian restaurant ‘La Galleria’ which is just
around the corner from the community centre.

As always, thank you for your continued
enthusiasm and commitment which keeps
Flower Arranging and
Design Sussex thriving. ,

SN TN Ve
o

Best wishes, e

Unfortunately, the report of the Education
Committee was not available at the time of
going to press and so we will bring this to
you in next month’s newsletter.
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Poetry Corner

Glorious Sussex Summer

Summer’s here and so’s the sun
Don’t forget put sun block on

Grass once green now looks like sand
Outdoor parties can be planned

The gates to Wimbledon opened wide
Letting fans come inside

The sun shone daily, not a cloud

The happy fans cheered out loud

Now those exams are in the past

It's school holiday time at last

Families have the summer planned

With grandparents giving a helping hand

Goodwood racing is coming soon

Enjoy a “glorious afternoon”

Place a bet on your favourite runner
Just another treat in an Sussex summer

There is no doubt our special county
Is full of every form of bounty

East or West, what's in a name

The natural beauty is the same

Whatever summer brings to you

Whatever you decide to do

| hope your summer days are fun
With love and laughter everyone

Anne Waite
Brighton & Hove Flower Decoration Club

Georgie Wall RIP

Georgie Wall passed
e B away peacefully on
e Tuesday 23 June in the
nursing home where

she had been living for
the last 18 months.

Many of you will
remember Georgie as
a demonstrator, and
she was also the
Demonstrators’
Representative on the
JDS&E committee for
some time.

Georgie was very active in both Seaford
Afternoon and Seaford Evening flower clubs
where she taught many of their members their
flower arranging skills.

Flowers at the church for
M Georgie's funeral were
,j,‘x" arranged by members

A
iha i W< <X from each club

Evening Club flowers
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June Area Day

There was a buzz of
conversation and anticipation
at the Shoreham Centre as
members gathered for our
second Area Day of the year,
on Wednesday 17 June. We
gave a warm Sussex welcome
to Karen Frew, National ‘
speaker from Northern Ireland, |
who gave a very interesting
and informative talk on
Christian Dior.

We were taken back to post
WWII as Karen gave us an
overview and insights into his life. Through a
display of outfits and photos on stage, Karen
explained the ways in which Dior revolutionised
women’s fashion, seeking to bring back
glamour and sophistication after WWII.

He launched the ‘New Look’in 1947, featuring
cinched waists and voluminous skirts, which
covered the knees. Notable customers at the
time included Princess Margaret, First Lady
Jacqueline Kennedy and Elizabeth Taylor, to
name a few.

Karen showed us an example of the 22 inch (!)
corset worn by Dior’'s models and explained
abut the most significant symbols displayed on
many Dior handbags and accessories still being
designed today — four-leaf clovers, stars and
bumble bees.

Sadly, Christian
Dior died
tragically aged 52
(1957). His brand
continues globally
through fashion,
shoes, make up
and perfume. For
example, Miss
Dior, for which
‘the Dior girl’ (face
of the brand) is
Natalie Portman.

Following Karen’s talk, we all received a
delicious complimentary lunch box to
enjoy. In celebration of our 65th
anniversary this year, our master baker,
Gill Davey, from Lancing flower club had
made 160 cupcakes. They were delicious!

We had the opportunity to purchase tickets
for the flower and general raffles and to
browse the sales tables including general
publications and the Sussex Kidney Trust.

Entries for the Sussex Diary 2027
Competition were also promoted with
examples of calendar photos available to
review. We are all encouraged to submit
entries as part of the 65th anniversary
celebrations for Sussex. There was an
opportunity for professional photos of summer
designs, which took place on Tues 23 June at
Thakeham village hall. (Extra date now added
at Haywards Heath - see page 5 for details)

The final Autumn/Christmas photo session will
take place on Friday 4 September in
Cooksbridge. If any members want to enter but
cannot attend the professional photo shoot, own
photos can be taken and submitted online with
the form https://forms.gle/jjQf5nbtgSBcgadAA.
The overall closing date is 10 October 2026.

‘Fleur’, the gorgeous
greyhound cake topper
crafted from sugar paste,
made an appearance on her
road trip. Fleur, a stunning
piece of work by a local baker,
was kindly donated by Pat
(Steyning flower club).

During the afternoon, Julia

Loudon, National Demonstrator from Scotland,
kept us all enthralled with her inspirational
demonstration “Out of the Orient.”

Whilst telling us entertaining and amusing
anecdotes, Julia also fascinated us with
information about Chinese astrology.

Julia created stunning arrangements on stage,
culminating in an awesome Chinese dragon.
Julia has an incredible 42 hobbies, one of which
is creating stands and structures in bamboo.


https://forms.gle/jjQf5nbtgSBcqadAA
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She used some
examples in her
demonstration
and held a
workshop the
following day to
share her
knowledge and
hands-on
creative
approach with
attendees.

Many of the
flowers and
foliage used
have origins in
Asia, including chrysanthemumes, lilies and
fatsia japonica. Stunning colour combinations
throughout, included two delightful blue and
gold arrangements, one of which was given to
our Chairman, Gaenor in celebration of our
65th anniversary.

Julia worked incredibly hard with over 15
arrangements made, which were then used as
raffle prizes, bringing a very enjoyable and fun
day to a close.

Thank you to everyone involved in the Area Day
and its preparation. We look forward to the next
one - Monday 5 October at Plumpton.

Pauline Zahoui
Brighton & Hove Flower Decoration Club

Diary 2027
Competition

PHOTO SHOOT DAYS

A professional photographer will be available on
the dates below:

Please bring along your completed ENTRY
FORM and don’t forget to email us on
floraldiarysussex@gmail.com

to let us know you are coming.

Due to your wonderful support, we have decided
to add another photoshoot day in addition to
Friday 4 September.

Wednesday 19 August 9.00am to 4.30pm

This will be at : The Wesley Hall ( rear of the
Methodist Church), Perrymount Road,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 3DN

AUTUMN / CHRISTMAS

Friday 4 September 9.00am to 4.30pm
Beechwood Hall, Beechwood Lane,
Cooksbridge, East Sussex BN7 3QG

These are FREE OF CHARGE : please make
use of the opportunity.

CLOSING DATE
Time is running out
Saturday 10 October

Ann and Wendy

On line entry form now available

Full details and entry form are on our website.

This link is now live, you may find it much easier to fill the
form and attach your photo to it. You can still use the
original form.

Please click on this link
https://forms.gle/jjQfSnbtgSBcgadAA,

which will take you to an online version of the paper form.
It mitigates any scanning of documents for you.
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Bamboo Magic

Julia Loudon, a National
Demonstrator and Teacher,
came to Thakeham Village
Hall on Thursday 18 June
to give her fascinating
workshop “Beautiful
Bamboo” using thin garden
canes.

Julia was amazing, showing

our members her tips and techniques for
constructing all sorts of structures which could
be used on and around various easy-to-obtain
containers.

Julia began her demonstration
with making a simple square
grid of crisscrossed bamboo
pieces suitable for use as a
mechanic over a vase or tank
with a restrained quantity of |
plant material. She went on to
show attendees how the
structure could be adapted for
a straight sided glass vase.
Julia said that bamboo could
be spray-painted and the
structure modified with water
tubes and/candles. She explained how bamboo
stems could be made into natural tubes when
pieces with the horizontal partitions were
included, the partitions being water tight which
formed a seal. Julia explained that it was
necessary to cut all round a bamboo stem to
obtain a length
otherwise
shattering of the
stem could
occur.

With great skill,
Julia showed
how to secure
pieces of
bamboo
together. She
finds it helpful to
apply a little hot
glue to hold two
pieces one over

the other before binding carefully
with paper-covered wire (vine bind
wire is best). Hot melt glue will not
hold bamboo pieces together on its
own. Julia advocated covering all
bindings and formed structures
with PVA glue, making bindings
more secure on drying and giving
the bamboo an attractive shine.

Julia introduced a further mechanic
of drilled wood into which various
lengths of bamboo were glued
vertically in groups. Water tubes were included
in the structure to carry fresh plant material.
More elaborate obelisk type mechanics were
also shown that could hold a small plastic bowl
for foam and flowers etc.

Julia showed how a bamboo
frame could help to support
~ floral components in a hand
~ tied bouquet. She said she
found that a frame helped
people who were not confident
in making this style of
arrangement.

Additional designs were
shown to inspire members
including using a fence of bamboo pieces
around the rim of a round base any how to
insert wires with bamboo pieces on into the
bark of a hollowed-out birch log container.

Sussex members worked hard to create
designs of their own and at the end of the
workshop all completed arrangements were
displayed together on tabling for all to enjoy and
for Julia to note special points. Members were
able to use the photography equipment
provided by Brenda to prepare entries for the
Flower Arranging and Design Sussex

Diary 2027 Competition.

Every design was different and members left
happy with their newfound knowledge of
beautiful versatile bamboo.

Dr. Christina D. Curtis
Demonstrators and Speakers Representative
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Club News

Annual Club Competition

Lewes Flower Club held their annual Club
Competition and tea, in June.

In order to encourage members to take part in
the Sussex Diary 2027 Competition we asked
them to create arrangements which could be o
used and photographed at the end of the i
session, to enable them to enter them into the )
Diary Competition when they got home.

We had a
wonderful
response with
30 entries which
was more than
we have had
before, and
Gaenor Circus
our Area
Chairman, came
to judge the entries in the following classes : Class 4 - Best contemporary

Stella Stephens
Lewes Flower Club

New Visions workshop

New Visions are delighted to be welcoming
back loachim Erema for another workshop on
Saturday 19 September.

loachim is an extremely talented Floral Designer
and Master Florist and Teacher, sharing his
talent and passion for all things floral in this
country and all over Europe.

There are still some spaces available for visitors
should you wish to join us for what promises to
be an exciting day. The cost for the day will be
£45 which includes a sandwich lunch and tea
and coffee all day.

Please contact Sue Flight via email
sueflight54@amail.com for further details.

We meet at Newick Village Hall, Lewes Road
BN8 4LE at 9am for tea and coffee and the
workshop will start at 9.30.

Class 2 - Best use of colour



mailto:sueflight54@gmail.com
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Floral Success at
St Nicholas Church
Flower Festival

Members of the Pevensey & Westham Flower
Club were delighted to take part in the recent
flower festival held at St Nicholas Church over
the Spring Bank Holiday weekend in May.

The festival attracted many visitors from across
the local area, who came to admire the wide
variety of floral displays decorating the historic
church. This year’s festival theme, “Bells Glore,”

Our members choose “Belle Tout Lighthouse” a
famous landmark, perched on the cliffs of
Beachy Head overlooking the English Channel,
west of Eastbourne, East Sussex.

Our club’s display received many
complimentary comments throughout the
weekend. Using seasonal flowers and
foliage, members worked together to
create an arrangement that reflected both
craft and floristry creativity and teamwork.
Preparation began several weeks in
advance, with members contributing
flowers, materials, and many hours of
planning and arranging.

“We were very pleased to be part of such
a wonderful community
event. The church looked
absolutely beautiful, and it
was lovely to see so many §
visitors enjoying the "
displays.”

The club would like to 3
thank the organisers of the
festival, volunteers, and
everyone who supported
the event. Special thanks
also go to our members
who helped with setting up the display over the

busy weekend. New members and visitors are
always welcome.

Wendy Middleton, Joint Chairman
Pevensey & Westham Flower Club
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A to Z of Fund Raising
T - Tombola

Burgess Hill Flower Club continue in their

quest to work through the A to Z of -\ [ s s il
fundraising! ; e MLl rlover Ol
On Sunday 14 June we held a Tombola stall Lo ‘. - B w . ,“f
at the Burgess Hill Fayre, organised by the Al Yy . "

Town Council. We were one of 77 stalls but 7 ‘ o
despite the competition we still had a very !
successful day, raising a total of £235

All 220 prizes were donate by friends of the
flower club. An incredible number!! The
weather was perfect and the fayre was very
well attended.

We had several enquiries about our club, with '
the potential of recruiting new members. :

Thank you to all the helpers for your support.
A very enjoyable way to raise funds!

Teresa Welch
Burgess Hill Flower Club

Thank you

One of Wadhurst Flower Club members is

» brilliant at needlework and each month she has a
theme for our tea table (a flower) and we just
wanted to thank her for the effort that she goes
to!

Th|s photograph is of our June lunch. We saw
RIS and enjoyed Annette Urquhart’s demonstration
a “

w-.« entitled “Oranges and Lemons”.

Y
B

‘ﬁwv‘ Wadhurst Flower Club says:

“Thank you, Brenda”
~ for your beautiful needlework, produced each
“%, month with a flower theme.

Denise Demaid
Wadhurst Flower Club
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A Creative and
Inspiring Afternoon
with Lucinda Knapman

In May, members of the Littlehampton [
and District Flower Club enjoyed a
wonderfully inspiring workshop led by
floral designer Lucinda Knapman. The
session brought together creativity,
learning, and a great deal of laughter
as members explored fresh
approaches to modern floral design.

Under Lucinda’s expert guidance,
participants created striking
contemporary arrangements and were
introduced to the art of manipulating
foliage. Lucinda supplied everything
needed for the workshop, from the
beautiful selection of flowers to the
mechanics and even the container
itself, an imaginative up-cycled
lemonade bottle. All the members had
to bring were their scissors and their
enthusiasm.

The atmosphere throughout the
afternoon was warm, supportive, and
full of shared creativity. Many
members
commented on
how rewarding it &t
felt to try
something new
and to leave
with a finished
design they
were proud of.

The Flower Club
extends
heartfelt thanks
to Lucinda for
her generosity,
inspiration, and

expert tuition. Karen Dutton Moore Hilary Moran Mary Smith
It was a memorable workshop that left everyone Shirley Ellerbeck
eager for the next creative opportunity. Littlehampton and District Flower Club

10
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Hogarth Curve Workshop

East Grinstead Flower Club decided to go
back in time with June’s workshop and attempt
a Hogarth Curve.

In all the time | have been flower arranging,
| think | have only ever made two!

Our lovely President, Val Gunn led the
workshop with her trademark kindness and
patience. We have two newish members who
have never done any flower arranging at all.

Val provided us with a comprehensive
worksheet and diagram at our May meeting and
brought two examples of the shape we were
aiming for. Val neglected to mention that she
thought this design was one of the harder
shapes to master, only owning up once all the
designs were complete.

One member came fully intending just to watch
and didn’t bring a container or any plant
material. Just in case anyone turned up who
didn’t realise it was a workshop, | had brought
along a couple of suitable containers, spare
foliage and flowers. With just a little
encouragement this member produced a
beautiful Hogarth Curve and was rightly proud
of her design.

It was a pleasure to hear the hall full of chatter
and laughter, and a fun evening was had by all.

| think you will agree there were some beautiful
arrangements made.

After the success of this workshop, | don’t think
it will be long before we take another trip down
memory lane, and revisit some other designs
and techniques from yesteryear.

Amanda Pinder
East Grinstead Flower Club

Congratulations

East Grinstead
60 years in August

Hogarth Curve

The Hogarth Curve, known as ‘the line of
beauty’, or described as the ‘lazy S’ forming
part of the figure 8. Design named after artist
William Hogarth, the painter of ‘a line of
beauty’.

Usually the top placement of curved stems is
1 1/2 to 2 times the height of the container.
The lower placement is usually 2/3 length of
the top placement.
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Please use your skill and judgement to produce
an original and amusing caption to the
photograph.

Entries will be judged by Ruth, our Area
President, whose decision will be final.

Please send your entry to Ruth at
roelfinac@gmail.com or by telephone

to Gaenor on 01798 812719 by
Thursday 13 August 2026

The winner will be notified using the contact
details given and the result, including the
winning member’s name and club, will be
published in the next Area newsletter.

There is a prize of a voucher for one free Area
Day ticket which can be used for any Area Day
booking in the 12 months following the
competition.This prize will not apply to any
tickets already purchased.

July
Caption Competition

“Help! | can’t remember the
demonstrators name!”

The winner is Doria Garner
from Felpham Flower Club

Well done Doria

Please send your articles and i
photographs to the Editor And final ly e
Duncan Ward Thank you to all contributors of articles and

email: info@boxworthflowers.com photographs. Some articles are held over to next
month, due to space. Don’t forget to contribute your

For the September issue by designs and articles. Please send them in.
Thursday 20 August 2026 Duncan

12
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